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Again  today  the  news  is  for  the  lady  who  does  the  family  food  shipping. 
From  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  comes  news  of  supplies  and  prices  of 
seasonal  foods  to  help  you  plan  and  buy  your  family' s  meals. 

Perhaps  you  are  planning  a  New  Year's  dinner  this  week.     Then  you'll  he 
interested  to  know  that  supplies  of  most  traditional  holiday  foods  on  the  market 
are  larger  this  year  than  last  year.    Many  more  turkeys  are  for  sale  this  year,  and 
many  more  cranberries  and  nuts.     Other  foods  more  plentiful  than  a  year  ago  are 
fresh  and  smoked  pork,  lard,  better-grade  beef  and  better-grade  lamb,  poultry,  eggs, 
icnions  and  celery.     Some  food  supplies  are  just  about  the  same  size  as  last  year. 
About  the  same  amount  of  potatoes  and  sweetpotatoes  are  for  sale,  and  the  same 
amount  of  oranges,  apples  and  canned  fruit.     A  few  foods  are  not  so  plentiful.  The 
foods  smaller  in  supply  than  last  year  are:  grapefruit,   tangerines,  lower-grade  beef 
cabbage,  butter,  canned  vegetables,  most  fresh  fall  and  winter  vegetables,   and  dried 
prunes  and  raisins. 

There's  the  picture  of  food  supplies  in  this  country  as  the  year  1939  draws 
to  a  close. 

How  as  for  food  prices,  just  in  the  last  few  weeks  prices  have  done  some 
shifting.     Both  wheat  and  flour  have  taken  a  considerable  jump  up  in  price  while 
eggs  have  taken  a  sharp  drop  in  price. 

One  of  the  chief  reasons  for  tho  rise  in  wheat  and  flour  prices  is  the  report 
that  our  winter  wheat  crop,  due  for  harvest  in  July  1940,  has  already  suffered 
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considerable  damage  frori  the  dry  weather.     A:aother  reason  for  the  rise  in  wheat  and 
flour  prices  is  the  report  that  the  wheat  crop  in  Argentine  is  the  second  smallest 
since  1916.     Argentina,  you  know,  is  one  of  the  important  wheat-producing  countries. 

Though  the  first  report  on  the  winter  wheat  crop  in  this  country  is  that  it 
will  "be  small,   this  is  not  an  official  estimate.     The  official  estimate  will  he 
j  coming  along  in  a  few  days  and  Will  give  a  better  picture  of  the  prospects  for  wheat 
supplies  beginning  in  July  1940.     Right  now  the  United  States  has  more  wheat  on  hand 
j  than  the  country  needs  for  its  own  use.     So  unless  unusually  large  shipments  of 
I  wheat  go  out  as  exports  from  now  until  July,   the  country  will  have  a  large  carry-ove 
[  of  wheat.     Then,   even  if  the  1940  wheat  crop  should  be  snail,   this  carry-over  of 
wheat  should  take  care  of  our  needs. 

So  much  for  the  wheat  and  flour  news  right  now.     Of  course,  you've  noticed 
the  recent  drop  in  the  price  of  eggs.    Wholesale  egg  prices  ordinarily  go  down  at 
this  time  of  year.     But  during  the  past  month  prices  have  dropped  more  than  usual. 
And  the  price  of  better-grade  eggs  has  dropped  more  than  the  price  of  average  grades 
The  chief  reason  for  the  rapid  drop  has  been  unusually  large  egg     supplies  for  this 
time  of  year.     Egg  production  on  December  first  was  the  highest  on  record  for  that 
date.    Liore  eggs  have  meant  larger  laying  flocks.     And  along  with  the  larger  number 
of  hens  laying  eggs  this  year,   the  weather  has  been  favorable  for  egg  production. 
So  you  can  expect  more  eggs  on  the  market  during  the  first  half  of  1940  than  during 
the  first  half  of  1939.     As  for  price  of  eggs,   the  price  usually  goes  down  from  now 
on  through  the  spring  months.     Sometimes  if  the  weather  is  cold  enough  in  January  to 
slow  up  laying  or  block  delivery  of  eggs  to  the  market,   the  prices  rise  for  a  short 
time.     But  in  general  you  can  expect  egg  prices  to  go  down  from  now  to  April. 

Here's  more  turkey  news.     Though  part  of  this  year's  record  crop  of  turkeys 
has  gone  into  storage  for  marketing  during  the  first  part  of  1940,  lots  of  turkeys 
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arc  still  on  the  market  for  sale — more  turkeys  than  were  selling  lost  year  at  this 
time.     Cold  storage  supplies  of  turkey  are  almost  50  percent  over  a  year  ago. 
ilProbably  the  cold  storage  holdings  in  J anuary  will  "be  record  size. 

From  the  looks  of  things  now,  at  least  as  many  and  probably  more  apples  will 
"be  on  the  market  during  the  rest  of  the  winter  as  there  were  last  year.     The  price 
of  apples  usually  goes  up  during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

This  winter  like  last  winter  butter  production  is  large.     In  fact,   almost  as 
much  butter  may  come  on  the  market  during  the  winter  months  this  year  as  last  year. 
The  seasonal  high  point  in  the  price  of  butter  has  come  and  gone.     From  now  on  butter 
prices  go  down  seasonally. 

If  you're  planning  economy  meals,  of  course,  you  want  to  keep  tab  on  the 
surplus  foods.     Just  recently  5  foods  have  joined  the  list  of  "surplus  agricultural 
commodities."     These  new  surplus  foods  are:  rice,  oranges,  grapefruit,  hominy  grits 
and  pork  products. 

So  the  foods  now  on  the-  list  are:  butter,   eggs,  apples,  fresh  pears,  oranges, 
grapefruit,  raisins,  dried  prunes,  dry  beans,  rice,  onions,  flour,  whole  wheat  or 
graham  flour,   corn  meal,  hominy  grits,  lard  and  pork  meats. 

That' s  all  the  news  for  food-shoppers  today,    iiore  news  in  a  couple  of 

weeks. 

n  ////// 


